


Background and Access
The two parts of the reserve were purchased in 1992
and 1994, starting with a generous donation from Dr
Bill Smyllie, an international expert on the Brown Argus
butterfly. The beech wood separating the two parts is not
owned by BC.

The Masts Field is part of a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) - legal protection for our most important
areas for nature conservation. The reserve lies within the
Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
and is designated Open Access land so may be enjoyed
on foot in accordance with the regulations.

The steep hillsides have loose stone so stout footwear
should be worn and care taken to keep to the paths for
safety. Please be aware of basking Adders which are
quite common on the Reserve.

• Help us protect this beautiful place.
• Please follow the Countryside Code: - close all gates

and take your rubbish home.
• You are welcome to picnic but fires, BBQs or camping

are not allowed.
• It is an offence to uproot any plants - please don’t pick

the flowers.
• Horse riders and cyclists must keep to the designated

bridleways. The Cleeve Common Hacking Permits do
not apply on this land.

• Vehicles other than wheelchairs and disabled buggies
are not allowed on the Reserve without permission.

• Keep your dog under close control at all times and on a
lead during the bird nesting season and when livestock
are on the Reserve.

Habitats and Management
The reserve adjoins Cleeve Common - which covers most
of Cleeve Hill, the highest point of the Cotswolds. This is
one of the most extensive areas of limestone grassland in
the Cotswolds, encompassing surrounding areas of private
farmland as well.

In places the oolitic limestone bedrock is overlain by
deposits of Harford Sands - producing acidic conditions
supporting heathland. This can be seen with gorse and
heather on the top part of the Masts Field.

Most of the reserve area is unimproved limestone
grassland with abundant herb-rich flora and associated
wildlife. The thin soils, sheltered valleys, woodland edges,
abandoned quarries and low scrub all contribute to this
diversity. Its steep slopes and difficult terrain mean it
escaped agricultural intensification.

The reserve is grazed with cattle, usually in autumn, and
traditionally sheep will also have been used. Sometimes
grass mowing is needed and regular scrub cutting is
necessary to maintain open grassland. Where the scrub
has already established in thickets, clearance might be
done on rotation to produce low dense re-growth for birds
or special sheltered clearings for butterflies like the Duke
of Burgundy.

Looking after the reserve and keeping it
in a suitable condition needs constant
attention. Volunteer work parties in
autumn and winter are regular activities,
as is checking for damage and litter.



Plants
The reserve supports high quality limestone grassland - one of
the most species-rich types of habitat in the British Isles.

Typical plants of such unimproved calcareous grassland shown
above, Cowslip, Kidney Vetch, Horseshoe Vetch and Common
Bird’s-foot-trefoil, are also important food plants for some of the
specialist butterflies found on this reserve: - Duke of Burgundy,
Small Blue, Chalk Hill Blue and Dingy Skipper.

Summer flowers that are good nectar sources for insects such
as Knapweeds, Scabious and Hawkbits, can be very abundant.
A wide range of grasses make up the sward, and the caterpillars
of many butterfly and moth species also feed on these.

Orchids are well represented on this reserve with Early Purple,
Common Spotted, Pyramidal, Fragrant, Musk and Bee all being
found, sometimes in profusion. Helleborines and Twayblades
also occur.

Patches of heather - an unusual sight on a calcareous site,
are also present on the uppermost part of the reserve due to
different soil conditions.

The reserve is grazed to prevent the more robust grasses
dominating the sward and excluding the smaller wildflowers.
Grazing also helps reduce scrub invasion but cutting is still
needed. Management of the reserve aims to maintain the best
range of conditions for all the special fauna and flora of the site.

The recent re-discovery of a nationally rare moss Atrichum
angustatum on the reserve shows what riches these grasslands
harbour. There could be other exciting finds still to be made.
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